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I take thefe Cores to be fcorch’d Skin, mortified, 
(beat into the Flefh by that Haii-ihot) and appearing 
like burnt Leather : Which muft be worked out before 
the Wound could be healed,* as is ufaal, when other He¬ 
terogeneous Matter is forced into the Flefh; 

That fomeof the People not far off, might be thrown 
down, and not otherwife confiderably hurt, is not 
ftrange j who might be within the BJaft, though not 
within the reach of the Fire ,* as we fee in the Explofion 
of Gun-powder, (to which I take this to be very like) 
when Windows (and other things at a Diftance) are fha- 
ken and fhatter’d by the Blaft, or great Concuflion of 
the Air, though the Flame do not reach them. 


III. Some Additional Remarfy on the Extracting 
the Stone of the Bladder out of thofe of tbs 
Female Sex . By Thomas Molyneux, M. XX 
S . R. S, 

A Bout Six Years fince, a Paper of mine was read be- 
, fore our PhilofophicalSociety here in Dublin, and 
after publifh’d in the Philbfophical Tranfa&ions, Numk 
zoz. Wherein I gave an Account of a Stone of an ex¬ 
traordinary bignels, fpontaneoufly voided through the 
Vthera , by a Woman here in Dullin .* And as a Corol¬ 
lary or Deduction from this Hiftory, I there propofed 
the Extraction of the Stone, by the gradual Dilatation 
of the Vrethra , or Neck of the Bladder, without any 
manner of Se&ion. as the mofl (afe and eafy Way, and 
of moft general ufe, for the freeing thofe of the Femaki 
Sex from the Stone in the Bladder. 
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I then aliedged two Inftances of Faft, to prove not 
only the Reafonableneft, but the real Succeft of thisPra- 
£tife ,* and I have been fince (till more confirmed in that 
Opinion by feveral other fuccesful Operations I have feen 
of the like kind: but more particularly, by one lately 
performed in this Town on a Girl, between Eleven and 
Twelve Years Old, one Sarah Jones, that for Six Years 
paft, has been feverely afflifted with all the painful and 
unufual Symptoms of the Stone, but on the 16th of 
Othler t was happily relieved, by only dilating gently, 
the Neck of the Bladder, and then extracting a Stone 
of a very confiderable bulk, without making any Inci- 
fion at all. 

The whole Operation was performed in Six or Seven 
Minutes, and w r as the more remarkable on the Account 
of the extraordinary large Size of the Stone, whofe 
Shape and Bignefs is exa&iy reprefented in the annext 
Figure, Fid. Tab. Fig. i. I did omit taking the Weight 
of it,, nor was it truly any great negled, fince I thinkit 
no very material Circumftance for our Information in 
in fuch Cafes, to know exactly what a Stone Weighs ; 
for the greater or left Gravity of thefe Bodies, depend 
not on their outward Dimenfions, fo much as on their 
internal Parts accidentally cohering more or left com¬ 
pany together, as they are formed in the Bladder, and 
as if no importance in the Operation of extracting them: 
the Difficulty or Eafinefs of which, as well as the Danger 
and Succefs, more immediately depend, on the Magni¬ 
tude and Shape of the Stone, rather than on its Gravi¬ 
ty ; fo that if we have a right Idea of thofe, ’tis altoge¬ 
ther fufficient to our Purpofe. 

By the Size of this we have here figured, it appears 
to have been fo big, that it may feem almoft incredible 
a Solid of that Bulk, fhould be forced through the V- 
ntfrra of fo fmall and fo Young a Child, withont any 
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manner of Seftion: and that the Child Ihould recover 

10 as to be perfe&ly well, without the leaft ill Accident 
fucceeding the Operation. But we may gather hence, 
of what vaft Extention this Urinary Panage, though 
Naturally ftrait, is capable ; and how much ftill wider 
it may be dilated, where ’tis proportionably larger, I 
mean of thofe of this Sex of Riper Years, or grownup 
to Womens Eftate ; who may yet more eafily and fafely 
be relieved after this fame manner, even of Stones of a 
much larger Size than this we here (peak of. 

The French , a Nation certainly very fubje&.to the 
Stone in the Bladder, and whole Chirurgeons therefore, 
muft of neceffity be very converfant with this Difeafe, 
and expert in the Operations requiflce for the Cure of it, 
have, I fee, lately eftaiblifhed this fort .of Practice j tho’ 
I muft needs own I did not know fo much, till I had 
perufed a very ufeful Book of Chirurgery, Publifhed but 
this laft Year, 1696. at Paris, in 8m by Monfieur de 
la Vauguion ; Entituled, Traitb Complet des Operations 
de Chirurgie: where I find in his Thirteenth Chapter, 
that treats of the Stone in the Bladder, and defcribes the 
way of Extra&ing it out of Women; he has thefe 
Words; On. dilate Wretre avec le Dilatateur .fans 
rien couper , & 7 on tire la pierre avec un crochet 
ou lien avec de Tenettes. And a little after; LV- 
retre de Femmes fe dilate extraordinairement , ainfi 

11 arrive rarement quon foit oblige de lew faire me 
Incifion. 

Thefe Quotations may (hew, how that right Reafon- 
ing, together with due Experience, have not only fug- 
gefted, but like wife approved and fettled this way of 
Ex trailing the Stone out of the Bladder of Women ivith- 
out Seftion. When I was a Stranger ~o this Pr?.d:ice, I 
did only then propofe it to be well confidered of by the 
Judicious j but now that it proves fofuccesful, I cannot 
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but recommend it to the skilful Chirurgeon, as an Ope¬ 
ration fit for general ufe in thefe Cafes, being both fafe 
and eafily Pradicable, and alfb of great Benefit and Re¬ 
lief to no lefs than the Moiety of Mankind, when ever 
they are affiidbed with this painful Difeafe, And to fay 
truly, if Women in this cafe would but timely feek for 
help, they might with far lefs Danger and Pain be relie¬ 
ved of this torturing and lading Evil, than they are de¬ 
livered of a common Natural Birth. ‘ 

I fay timely feek for Help ; that is, before the Stone 
is grown to fo large a Magnitude, as not to admit this 
fort of Operation; of which there may be fome Inftan- 
ces, though I believe, as the attempting the Cure of 
fuch will be very dangerous, fo likewife they will be ve¬ 
ry rarely met with; tor Experience Juftifies what I have 
elfewhere obferved, (Numb. 202. of the Philofophical 
Tranfattions) that Women are not capable by Nature of 
breeding Stones in their Bladders of fo big a Size as Men 
frequently do; which is mod apparent from thole ma¬ 
ny Hiftories of ftupendious large Stones (I mean them of 
the greateft Magnitude) Regiftred by both George and 
John Schenkius, Hildamu , Greonevelt , the Thilofophical 
Tranfaftions, and other Authors; all which that have hi¬ 
therto occur’d to me, have been only found in Men: 
Whereas the largeft I have heard of bred in a Womans 
Bladder, was not one fifth Part of what has been produ¬ 
ced of this kind in a Man’s. 

In the Thilofophical Tranfattions, Numb. 222. there is 
infer ted an Account of the largeft Stone I have yet heard 
of bred in a Man’s Bladder: That mentioned by Mr. 
Wood the Chirurgeon, Numb. 209. of the fame TranC 
actions, taken out of a Woman, and as he thought, of a 
Prodigious Size, does hot amount to near a Fifth Part of 
this: However, that is extraordinary in Mr. Wood’s Re¬ 
lation, that though it was extra&ed by Se&ion, and the 
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Membranous part of the Bladder, as he lays, cut in the 
Operation, yet the Patient recovered and became per- 
fe&ly well. 

Butthefe, and fuch like furprifing Cures, I take robe 
erratick or Anomalous, if I may fo call them; becaufe 
they happen feldom, and when they do, feem to be 
contrary to the fetled Rules of Phyfick; and therefore 
can little avail in guiding a Man’s Practice, according 
to the Saying, Quiz Rara funt , not funt Artu: And not- 
withftanding leveral fuch rare Gales, daily Experience 
will vouch for the Authority of that Aphorifm of Hip - 
pocrates , K v?iv Sixuonim cut Sella eft 'vefica 

lethale eft , as not being founded on a few Examples or 
a Notion, but what commonly holds true, or as Hippo¬ 
crates often exprefles it, im to mAv, for the moft 
part y which is a fufficient, and indeed the only Princi¬ 
ple on which we may conftitute a (landing Rule in Phy¬ 
fick ; for as the Judicious Celfus has truly obferved in 
his Preface to his Book de Re Medica, Fix ulla Perpe - 
tua Vracepta Medicinalis 4 Ars recipit. 


IV. Eclipjis Lunar is Obfervatio, faSta Rotero - 
dajni die 29. OStobris Anni 169y. N. $. A 
Jacobo Cajpnif R. Ac. Parifienjis Socio. 

E Clipfis Lunas diet 29 Odtobris anni 1697. obfecvata eft 
Roterodami per Telefcopium quatuor fere pedum Parifi- 
enlium oculari convexo in cujus foco erant fila quatuor fele 
in axe interfecantia ad angulos redtos & femiredtos, ad Pha- 
fes dimetiendas, macularumque Lunarium fitum decerminan- 
dum. Hoc Telelcopium impofitum erat fulcro habenti axem 
in fitu parallelo axi mundi conftitutum, utpoftquamad Lu- 
nam diredtum eltet ad unius phafis oblervationem, poflet ad 
alias phales Obfervandas per Lunse femitam ad occafum revo- 
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